MUSIC IN LONDON 1890-94

M. Henri Rochefort said, in effect, to the French members of the
company, "Do, if you dare." The exact form which the threat
took was an assurance to the French public that no French artist
would sing a note for the ravisher of Alsace and Lorraine. Our
national genius for authorized denial saw its opportunity at once,
and seized it. These French artists, it was solemnly declared,
were, like the Kaiser, England's guests; and as gentlemen they
would know their duty to their hostess and to their distinguished
fellow-guest. The report of their refusal to sing was entirely
false: not one of them had refused: all were indignant at the
monstrous suggestion that they could so forget themselves. M.
Rochefort being thus snubbed, shut up, and put to public shame,
the next event was the publication of the program for the evening,
with the parts of Telramund, Capulet, San Bris, and Nevers,
which have been played throughout the season by Maurel,
Dufriche, and Lassalle, transferred to Messieurs Alec Marsh,
Edouard de Reszke, and Franceschetti, and the promised act
from Die Meistersinger omitted, evidently because Lassalle could
not be replaced as Hans Sachs: in short, with the authoritatively
denied report confirmed in every essential particular. Doubtless
it would have been highly un-English to have faced the obvious
truth in the first instance; but it certainly would have been simpler
to have admitted frankly that the French artists could not afford
to run the risk of offending M. Rochefort and the section of the
French public represented by him, instead of leaving it to be
inferred that they are either Republicans haughtily refusing to
take part in a monarchical pageant, or else patriots on whose
hearts the names of Alsace and Lorraine are indelibly graven-
The moral of the whole affair for future distinguished visitors is,
Go to the Royal English Opera rather than to the Royal French-
Italian-Austrian-Spanish-German-Jewish-Polish Opera; and
these unpleasantnesses will not arise.

Lest I should myself become the innocent cause of an inter-
national misunderstanding, let me hasten to explain that my
abstention from acceptance of Mr Harris's invitation on this
occasion had no political significance. I have always understood
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